
The composition of the Management Committee was as follows: 

A. John Allum   President 

Richard Joseph   Vice-President- Student and School Affairs 

Mark Bishop    Vice-President – Membership 

Roberto Ramirez  Vice-President Fund Raising 

Derren Joseph   Honorary Secretary 

Richard Jones   Honorary Treasurer 

Adrian Wilson   Honorary Assistant Secretary 

Gerard Yorke   Honorary Assistant Treasurer 

Nestor Lambert   Member and Communications Officer 

Jeffrey Claverie   Member 

Joseph Hadad   Member 

Brevard Nelson   Member 

Jean Boucaud    Member 

Jefferson Joseph   Member 

Fr. Ronald Mendes  Principal and Ex-officio Member 

 

The monthly Management Committee meetings were also attended by Rudy Balwant, Teachers 

Representative and Sedley Joseph, Assistant to the Union. 
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Seen in the photograph, left to right: 

 
Front row:   
Richard Jones, Richard Joseph, 

John Allum, Fr. Ronald Mendes 
(Principal of St. Maryôs College), 
Derren Joseph, Mark Bishop, and 

Roberto Ramirez. 
 
Back row:  Jean Boucaud, Gerard 

Yorke, Adrian Wilson, Nestor Lam-
bert, Jefferson Joseph, and  
Brevard Nelson 

 
Missing : Jeffrey Claverie and Jo-
seph Hadad  



STUDENT AND SCHOOL AFFAIRS:  

The Past Studentôs Union provides assistance to the College community under two broad headings. There is 

programmed support that is normally of a recurring nature, such as the support to the various sporting teams 

that is budgeted annually and drawn down as required; and there is ad hoc support in relation to requests that 

arise from the exigencies of various situations that arise from time to time.  

 

The Union has a well-established process for responding to requests for assistance from the College commu-

nity. All requests are made in writing and are vetted by the Principal. If the Principal approves the request, the 

Union attempts to respond in the most economic way. This could include soliciting donations of time, cash or 

resources; soliciting discounts; or following procedures that ensure value for money. When purchases have to 

be negotiated, every effort is made to ensure that the process is transparent by obtaining at least three quota-

tions, and carrying out technical and value for money assessments. 

 

The Union tries to ensure that all procurement activities that it carries out for the Collegeôs benefit are done in 

a transparent way, ensuring the best use of the resources entrusted to it. 

 

Assistance was provided during the year under the following headings: 

 

1. Student activities 

¶ Funding with donations from the Trinidad Systems Limited Group for the expenses of the football teams.  

¶ Part funding for a team of cricketers to participate in the annual Sir Garfield Sobers Tournament held in 

Barbados in July. 

¶ Coaching support for teams participating in the RBTT Young Leaders competition. 

¶ School prizes and graduation tokens. 

¶ Supported Principal in articulating policy to the Soccer Coach on transfer of students from other schools to 

play football  

¶    Arranged coaching for Debating Team 

 

2. School facilities 

¶ Part funding together with Republic Bank Limited for the acquisition of a new school bus.  

¶ Funding the acquisition of laptop computers and projectors to support the use of multimedia in the class-

room by teachers. 

¶ Funding for the acquisition of new microscopes for the sciences laboratories. 

¶ Support for the design and implementation of a computerized data base to capture student information. 
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¶ Funding for repairs Collegeôs physical infrastructure. 

 

In the coming year the Union would like to contribute to the following areas: 

¶ A programmed approach to supporting the development of the teaching faculty and the recognition of 

excellence. 

¶ Personal guidance and development assistance for students. 

¶ Access to non-financial support for students in need. 

 

Assistance from any past students interested in these areas would be welcomed. 

Our gamble paid off as our bar bill was actually lower than in 2009.  

An effort was also made to increase the variety of food items served 

at the fete.  Patrons benefited from the introduction of three new 

items, namely Ribs, Bar- B- Q Wings and mini rotis.  The commit-

tee also improved the toilet facilities, which has been a major chal-

lenge over the years, by renting high-end luxury toilets for female 

patrons  This was an expensive undertaking but was necessary, 

given the complaints we received in the past. 

 

Music was provided by Kes the Band, Shurwayne Winchester and 

YOU, and Dil-e-Nadan, along with Angostura Woodbrook Play-

boyz steel orchestra.  We continue to have one of the most afford-

able carnival fetes on the calendar without compromising on the 

quality and value we offer our patrons. 

 

The organizing committee is pleased to have hosted another suc-

cessful Fete With the Saints.  We continue to seek feedback from 

patrons and address any concerns that are within our control.  With 

the support of past students and parents of the present students, we 

are aiming to learn from our experiences and improve further in 

2011. 
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FUND RAISING  

 

1. Fete With The Saints 2010 

 

Fete With The Saints 2010, was held on Saturday 23 January at the College.   The attendance at this yearôs edi-

tion of the fete was marginally less than in 2009 which is what the organizing committee expected, given the 

prevailing economic conditions.  Several promoters suffered significant declines in attendance at fetes this 

year, so we have again been relatively fortunate.  In an attempt to ensure that the attendance was not signifi-

cantly affected by the slowdown in the local economy, the organizing committee kept the price unchanged 

from the previous year, in spite of the increased cost of alcohol.   We took a decision not to increase the admis-

sion fee largely because the breathalyzer was introduced in December 2009 and we expected that alcohol con-

sumption would be reduced.   



2. Dining With The Saints 2009 

 

 

On June 27th 2009, the Past Studentsô Union hosted the tenth edition of the popular fund-raising event, Dining 

With The Saints. 

 

The event was a success from all points of view, although there was a reduction in the profit margin. This 

reduction was attributed to the economic conditions in Trinidad, as the level of support from corporate citizens 

was not what we previously received from that sector. Notwithstanding that decline in profits, we were able to 

honour our commitment to meet close to two-thirds of the cost of a new school bus for the benefit of the 

present students. 

 

Without doubt, patrons had a most enjoyable evening as they were entertained by Shurwayne Winchester and 

his band Y.O.U. as well as former Panorama champions, Sagicor Exodus steel orchestra. In addition, there 

were a number of Door prizes inclusive of two return airline tickets to Barbados. The Dishes served up by past 

students and well-wishers were of a particularly high standard and as usual, the legendary Guy Chan Poon and 

his team offered a most mouth-watering array of fine desserts. 

 

This year, Dining With The Saints takes place on Saturday June 26th and we are looking forward to strong 

support from past students and parents of the present students. 

 

Profits from this yearôs event will be used to assist in meeting the cost of air-conditioning the Centenary Hall. 

 

Entertainment will be provided by back-to-back Panorama champions, PCS Silver Stars steel orchestra, 

Calypso Queen,Denyse Plummer and Frankie Callender who will provide dinner time music on his keyboard. 
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3. Cruising With The Saints 2010 

 

The Past Studentsô Union is in the early stages of organizing a new fund raising initiative.  This boat ride is 

tentatively carded for October 8th 2010 and we look forward to your support in making this a success.  



MEMBERSHIP ï LOCAL & FOREIGN:  

 

1. Database Development: 

During this year we further refined our membership database, purging deceased membersô names from the list 

as well as non members and adding new members.   There are now 2 473 members in the database.. 

 

2. New Members: 

Our membership drive also saw a steady increase in the number of new members and an increase in the 

number of email addresses. We continued to engage over 1000 Facebook members of the St Mary's College 

Past Students Union group communicating our messages and receiving useful feedback.   

   

3.  Quarterly Newsletter and Website 

We continued with our e-strategy by issuing our newsletter electronically. Hard copies were only sent to those 

members without e-mail addresses.  The feedback on the newsletter continues to be encouraging and each 

issue is eagerly anticipated by our membership. There have been several interesting articles submitted and we 

thank all those who continue to make sterling contributions to the óAlumni Newsò. Our website which receives 

several daily hits is now consistently updated with all the PSUôs activities and achievements.  We are therefore 

eternally grateful to our Webmaster, Louis Ramdhanie, a teacher at the College.  

 

4. Hall of Fame:  

The 7th Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony was held on October 12, 2009, at which a further 12 outstanding 

past students were inducted. The function which was well attended was a major success and we owe our 

gratitude to all those inductees and their families who attended. The Inductees were: 

¶ Mr. Aubrey Adams  ï playwright and impresario (posthumous) 

¶   Mr. Michael óMikeô Agostini-  former Olympic athlete and now Consul for Trinidad and Tobago                       

     in Australia 

¶ Justice Ulric Cross- retired Appeal Court judge and World War Two, Royal Air Force hero 

¶ Mr. Tyrone de la Bastide ï former National and British Caribbean Football Association  football 

representative (posthumous) 

¶ Fr. J.J. English, C.S.Sp.- outstanding Principal of the College between 1925 and 1936 

(posthumous) 

¶ Mr. Sedley Joseph ï former highly successful captain of the National football team and Maple 

Club 

¶ Mr. Michael Mansoor ï leading banker, former Independent Senator and former Chairman of 

UWI St. Augustine Campus Council. 

¶ Dr. Reginald Richardson ï led the fight to eradicate the dreaded tuberculosis disease in Trinidad 

and Tobago in the ó50s and ó60s (posthumous) 

¶ Mr. Louis Jim Rodriguez ï former Commissioner of Police (posthumous) 

¶ Fr. Cristobal óTobaô Valdez, C.S.Sp. - former teacher at CIC, founder of 6th Trinidad Sea Scouts 

and one who encouraged several vocations to the Catholic priesthood (posthumous) 

¶ Mr. Lester Efebo Wilkinson ï poet, playwright, former Permanent Secretary and now T&Tôs 

ambassador to Cuba 

¶ Mr. Ronald Andre Williams - one who gave over forty years of service in the field of 

environmental engineering, both locally and internationally. 
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APPRECIATION  

In closing we would like to express our appreciation of the continuing support and encouragement provided 

by many of our past students and well wishers, and of the efforts of our administrative staff Sedley Joseph 

and Naomi OôBrady. 

 

A. John Allum 

President 

Please remember to visit our website for regular updatesðwww.cicpsu.org 
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